
INTERNET SECURITY ALLIANCE HIGHLIGHTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2026

CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING ON IMPACTS OF ARTFCIAL INTELLGENCE ON 
CRITICAL INFRASTRCTURE. On October 1, in the Rayburn House Office Building, 
the ISA provided a briefing to a standing-room-only crowd of Members of 
Congress and their staff.  The briefing drew on ISA’s cross-sector study on current 
uses of AI and the challenges and gaps it is already creating for the operation of 
critical infrastructure. Five ISA board members conducted the briefing, including 
Dr. Alissa Abdullah (Mastercard/financial services), Michael Higgins (L-3 DIB), 
Mike Woods (GE Vernova/Energy), and Kyndryl (IT)

ISA BOARD SALON DINNER FEATURING THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF DHS’ 
CYBERSECURITY AND INFORMATION SECURITY AGENCY (CISA). Nicholas 
Anderson, the CISA Acting Director, sat down with the ISA board of directors for 
an exclusive and off-the-record conversation. The wide-ranging conversation 
covered the Administration’s new model for the public-private partnership (the 
ANCHOR program), how to deal with emerging threats, both conventional and 
virtual, of advanced technology, and how ISA specifically can assist the 
government in creating a more sustainably secure cyber system.

MASTER CLASSES WITH THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CORPORATE 
DIRECTORS (NACD) ISA and NACD expanded their exclusive partnership by 
conducting two Master Classes built around the NACD-ISA Cyber Risk Handbook.  
Several ISA board members co-taught the sessions, including JR Williamson 
(Leidos), Tracie Grella (AIG), Greg Touhill and Matt Butkovic (Carnegie Mellon 
University), Mike Woods (GE Vernova), Patrick Hynes and Robyn Bew (EY), Dr 
Alissa Abdullah (Dr Jay Mastrecard), and Kris Lovejoy (Kyndryl)

EXPANDING PARTNERSHIP WITH THE GERMAN FEDERAL OFFICE OF 
INFORMATION SECURITY (BSI). ISA held its annual dinner celebrating its long-
term partnership with BSI.. As a courtesy to BSI, ISA opens this dinner to non-ISA 
companies as well as ISA board members such as SAP. This year’s dinner covered 
plans for a 4th German edition of the ISA-BSI Cyber Risk Oversight Handbook as 
well as potential collaboration on AI projects.  BSI has subsequently reached out 
to ISA regarding collaboration built around some of the research ISA has done 
and presented at the congressional briefing on the DIB. 



ISA BOARD PRIVATE MEETINGS WITH KEY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS While the 
ISA maintains regular communication with key congressional staff, we routinely 
bring the ISA board in direct contact with Members of Congress. At the Septembe 
meeting, ISA balanced the guest list to account for upcoming elections. The board 
met with  Congressmen Lieu (D-Vice Chair, Democratic Caucus), Fong (R-
Homeland Security Committee,) Fedorchak (R-Energy and Commerce Committee), 
Walkinshaw (D-Oversight Committee), Latta (R-Energy and Commerce 
Committee), and Gottheimer (D-Intelligence Committee). 

  


